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name to the child without the king's orders, the wazir
called him Shapur, i.e.., 'royal scion/ and waited for an
opportunity to inform his majesty of what had taken place.
Several years elapsed, however, until the king happened to-
fall into a deep state of melancholy, and said one day to
the wazir: ' I have conquered the inhabited world, but
have no son to succeed me in the government.' The
wazir replied : ' Let your majesty not be dismayed on this-
account, for your majesty has a noble son in my charge.'
The king was astonished at this piece of news, but the
wazir refused to give any information unless the casket
was produced, and his own person examined. The king
agreed to both these conditions, and his amazement became
still greater when he discovered that his prime minister
had become a eunuch, and that his sexual organ was in
the casket. The wazir then explained that when the lady
had informed him of her condition, he thought proper to
spare her life, and to emasculate himself, in order to avoid
all possible suspicions about the paternity of the infant.
The wazir continued as follows: ' When the astrologers
were consulted and had taken the horoscope of the prince,
they said, "From the position of the heavenly bodies it
appears that this child will become a powerful and just
king, and that lie will inherit the realms of Kaioraarth, the
Peshdadian;" accordingly, I offered thanks to God, and
cherished the prince, who is at present in the best con-
dition/ The king was so delighted with this piece of
information that he ordered Shapur to be brought to his
presence, in the company of one thousand children of his
own age, and dressed in the same garments. This having
been done, the king was able immediately to pick out his
own son, and the tongue of the circumstances uttered the
following distich in conformity with the scene:

To-day the king of the assembly of darlings is one ;

If there be a thousand darlings, the heart-ravisher h but one.

The king then ordered a Ohug&n257 to be given to each
boy  to  play  in the   adjoining premises.     The  children

m The (Jhug/in is a bat or club of an arched form, and the game played
therewith a Hpeeies of hockey, or polo when played on horseback.